
Ms. Phyllis Berger, a Master's student at the University of Arizona in the Soil, Water and 
Environmental Science Department, was the 2008 recipient of the AWSS travel scholar-
ship.  The $500 scholarship was presented to Ms. Berger by AWSS scholarship commit-
tee chairperson, Dr. Sabine Goldberg, at the 2008 ASA-SSSA-CSSA International meet-
ings in Houston, Texas. 

Ms. Berger presented two posters at this yearôs Tri-
Society meetings entitled "Physical and Hydrological 
Characterization of Mine Tailings ï A First Step for 
Revegetation with Native Plant Communities" and 
"Particle Size Analysis with Laser Diffractometry ï 
Comparison to Standard Methods". 
 
Copies of her abstracts can be found at: 
http://a-c-s.confex.com/crops/2008am/webprogram/Paper42837.html 
http://a-c-s.confex.com/crops/2008am/webprogram/Paper42971.html 

Congratulations Phyllis! 

 
 
Right:  Scholarship winner, Phyllis Berger, with Dr. Sabine Goldberg 
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2009 AWSS dues?  

Soils Rocked Houston!...and AWSS was there!  

 

The annual tri-societies meetings were held this year in cooperation with the Geological 
Society of America.  With attendance predicted to approach somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of 10,000, BOY! did we have a lot of shirts to sell!  So, I loaded up the car with a 
whole bunch and off I headed towards 
an area hard hit by Hurricane Ike just 
weeks before.  I had to fib to my mom 
(sorry Mom) that I wasnôt going by 
myself, but I did.  It brought back 
memories of my college days, a car 
cram packed full of stuff headed down 
the interstate highway.  Ah, the good 
old days!   
 
Continued on next page... 

Right:  Wendy Greenberg and Kelly Counts 
man the booth. 
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Soils Rocked Houston!...Continued  

This year, we went out on a limb in several directions.  We designed a shirt to commemorate this historic meet-
ing with the GSA.  The Soil Rocks shirts were a hit!  We sold every one we had except for the XXL; which, by the 
way, would make great sleep shirts and weôd let óem go CHEAP!  We also have new cloth grocery bags and a 
new design with our original logo, SOILS  We Canôt Grow Without It.  They were also a big hit. 
 
BIG, BIG, GREAT BIG THANK YOUôS go out to ALL the folks that helped at the booth.  Cheryl Simmons, bless 
you for ALL the time (and it was LOTS) you spent helping out so we could actually sneak off to sit in on a pres-
entation or take a gander at posters or shop on the GSA side of the exhibit hall.  Secretary-Treasurer, Kelly 
Counts, Chair-Elect Wendy Greenburg and past-Chair Dena Marshall held down the fort most of the time. 
 
Another 1

st
 this year was AWSS held our 1

st
 Social Gathering.  We teamed up with the Association for Women 

Geoscientists and what a HIT!  With nearly 70 folks in attendance we had a little wine, ate a few brownies, and 
talked.  Imagine that?  Jean Heisch, chair of AWG gave a short presentation on their group of gals and the or-
ganization.  Now THEREôs a group we can learn something from!  Sabine Goldberg, chair of the Scholarship 
Committee, presented a certificate and check to this yearôs scholarship winner, Phyllis Anna Berger.  AWSS had 
a short business meeting following the social. 
 
So despite the trials and tribulations of getting there, being there and getting back home, as always it was 
WORTH it!  AWSS is a GREAT group that is becoming more recognized all the time for the work that we do and 
the image we represent.  Please keep working to keep up what weôve worked so hard to attain! 
 
Hope to see everyone again next year in Pittsburg, PA. 

Yers in Dirt!! 

Dena 

Past-Chair 

Left:  AWSS/
AWG Social 

 

Right Top: 

Dena Marshall 
and friends, 
Kevin Norwood 
and Drôs Phillip 
Owens and Bill 
McFee of Pur-
due University 
at the AWSS 
Booth 

 

Right  Bottom: 

Kevin Norwood, 
soil scientist 
from Indiana 
(and Denaôs 
boss) stopped 
by to help out at 
the booth 

 

 


