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Special points of interest:
1 Proposed Constitution/By

-Law Changes on page 5 N O W S e e k | n g é
1 Travel Scholarship and AWSS Travel Scholarship Applications

Mentoring Award

Guidelines on pages 10 and Mentoring Award Nominations
&11

1 Current funding/job Our 2009 annual meeting is quickly approaching and so are the deadlines for our travel
announcements found scholarship applications and mentoring award nominations!

on pages 8 & 9

1 Taken your AWSS shirt
somewhere fun or
exotic?? Share your
picture!

Travel Scholarship

This year will mark the fifth year AWSS has awarded a $500 travel scholarship to a deserving, up -
and -coming soil scientist! All undergraduate and graduate students are encouraged to apply.

Preference will be given to first -time presenters at a professional meeting. The scholarship winner

1 Welcome new members!! will be recognized at the AWSS annual meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Scholarship application guidelines can be found on page 10. Application deadline is September
1st.

Mentoring Award
There are many outstanding advisors/supervisors/colleagues who have helped us get to where we

are today. Nominate your mentor to be honored by AWSS! Award winners will be recognized at
the AWSS annual meeting in Pittsburgh.

Mentoring award guidelines can be found on page 10. Application deadline is October 1st.
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A Note from the Chair 0 Jamie Patton

Three Degrees of Separationé

AWSS members are wonder ful. Al t hough we-todface ety oftpre to conhverseprsbagetande a c h Jot h e |
develop personal friendships, the camaraderie among members is there. Even as strangers, we are bound by our curiosity
and affection for soils and it is this bond that makes this organization and its members great.

In a day and age of unsubstantiated claims proliferating the nevys, |
vide proof that this bond among members exists. As chair, one of my duties is to make you feel proud of our organization

and its members. I could try to accomplish this task by simply jJtell]
blatant pandering. | do have proof AWSS members are wonderful. | have seen our members giving of themselves and

their time to better our discipline and our organization. It is one experience, an experience this spring, where | personall y

benefitted from the camaraderie and expertise of two AWSS members that | want to share. This is my proof...

This April, the North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture soil judging contest was hosted by Oh|o State -ATlin
Wooster, Ohio. Knowing | could not be trapped in a van for 14

continuous hours with eight college boys, | decided to make

the drive from Missouri to Ohio in two days rather than one. |

needed a logical stopping point, approximately half way

through the trip, in order to preserve my sanity. Knowing my

boys had never been to a -diddtiugvers c ho
sity), Purdue seemed a logical, educational and interesting

stop. Not knowing anyone personally at Purdue, | first made

contact with Ms. Genny Helt, a Boilermaker graduate and our

current AWSS t -shirt wrangler. Genny put me in contact with

Dr. Gary Steinhardt, the Purdue soil judging coach. Dr.

Steinhardt arranged for my group to visit a set of soil pits on

the Throckmorton Farm and the introductory soils learning lab.

Upon arriving at the soil pits in the pouring rain (what is it

about open soil pits and inhospitable weather? Has anyone

studied this phenomenon? 5 ), we were lucky to visit one and

a half pits before the warm, dry van proved too great of temp-

tation. Giving up hope as the pits began to fill with water, we

headed to the Purdue campus. There we were greeted warmly by Dr. Steinhardt and staff and were introduced to Ms.
Sherry Fulk -Bringman for the rest of our tour.

Sherry Fulk -Bringman discussing the Purdue monolith col-
lection with students from Northwest Missouri State

Sherry is an AWSS member and a fantastic soils instructor. Al-
though very busy with her own students, Sherry spent almost two
hours talking with my students, pointing out the highlights of Pur-
dueds monolith collection, introducijng u
dents, giving us tours of the research labs, and teaching us how to
identify fragipans in the field (a skill that proved very useful in our
judging contesté. Thank goodness Purdque b
place, otherwise Sherry might have had some explaining to do! 5
In case you were wondering who won...Dr. Galbraith, another

AWSS member, had the 1st place team from Virginia Tech). Well

versed on the attention span and interests of 18 to 22 year old

guys, Sherry al s eexgatdéde/avmiauljpedvithrao n
lighter and let my students play with batteries and clay to prove
montmorillonitic clay is dominantly negatively charged. What

could have been fianother boring tourfo, w
educational stop, all because of Sherry. Sherry was a phenomenal

Northwest students learning the finer points of fragipan representative of Purdue and the field of soil science. She epito-

identification from Sherry mizes the fact that AWSS members are wonderful.

Our soil science family is small. This spring, there were only three
degrees of separation between me and an experience that will follow my students for a life time. Of those three steps,
Genny, Dr. Steinhardt and Sherry, two were AWSS members.

This organization is composed of men and women who have a wealth of knowledge, expertise and friendship to share. As
stated in the first newsletter of the year, my goal is to improve communications/mentoring between members. | hope to
work towards this goal in the near future, possibly with the creation of a Facebook group. (However, | am VERY open to
other ideas!) Although all our lives are tremendously full, | hope we can find a mechanism

that is effective in building our relationships and keeping our degrees of separation low.

Have a wonder ful summer and please donodét hesitate wi th
concerns! | would love to hear from you!
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A Note from the Secretary/Treasurer 0 Kelly Counts

ASA - CSSA - SSSA International Annual Meeting 0 November1 -5,2009

Thi s y e asocites meeting will be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. We are still making plans regarding when and
where our annual meeting will be held. Once we book a room, we send the information out to you.

The Association of Women Soil Scientists has currentl y b btipk/ed
www.acsmeetings.org/expo/ ). AWSS will receive only two, exhibit -only complimentary representative badges with the

booth rental.  On Sunday, November 1 ', we can set up the booth (for which we will need donated supplies) between the

hours of 8 am and 3 pm. Later that day, the booth will be open to the public for the opening reception. The booth will be
open to the public on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 9 am to 6 pm. After 6 pm on Wednesday, we will have until

11 pm to break down the booth.

I f you are planning on gG3SA-GSIA intemndtional AmualdMedlirg, pleaeSeistop by the booth to do-
nate some time to help out. We look forward to seeing you there!

Kelly Counts
AWSS Secretary/Treasurer

t

Welcome New Members!

First Name Last Name Email

Mark Bramstedt mark.bramstedt@il.usda.gov

Jessica Schneider skybird455@yahoo.com

Danielle Balduff danielle.balduff@oh.usda.gov

Katherine Heckman kheckman@email.arizona.edu

Pavel Polynkin ppolynkin@optics.arizona.edu

Brittany Singleton bltsingleton@yahoo.com

Christina Tiffany ctiffanywa@aol.com Euiue (isfens sl seiamis:
Phyllis Berger bergerp@email.arizona.edu ‘;‘ES :f‘f’zzi g;i’:fﬁ;ﬁ;‘s'z:”g
Constance Hugo constancemariehugo@gmail.com soil physical properties

Thank You Paul!

In May, the Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) executive committee and CEO dissolved the
position of development officer. With this reduction in force, AWSS lost a valuable supporter in the
SSSA organization, Mr. Paul Kamps. Paul was instrumental in bringing the Smithsonian Soils Exhibit
to fruition. We wish Paul all the best in his future endeavors and thank him for his invaluable sup-
port of AWSS and its mission.
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https://email.nwmissouri.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://www.acsmeetings.org/expo/
https://email.nwmissouri.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://www.acsmeetings.org/expo/
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2009 Annual Meeting Tentative Agenda Topics

The following items will be addressed during the 2009 annual meeting. Please send additional suggested agenda topics to
Jamie Patton at jamiejp@nwmissouri.edu

Constitution/By _-Law Changes

brought to motion, and tabled until the 2009 annual meeting. The proposed changes and a summary of the subsequent
discussions are outlined on the next page.

These motions will be discussed further and voted upon during the 2009 annual meeting in Pittsburgh. Please review the
proposed changes and prepare to discuss and vote on these motions in November.
Dues Structure

meeting. I't has been proposed that an increase in the
cost.

During the 2008 annual AWSS meeting, two proposed claws waesdscussed, t h g

AWSS was required to obtain non - profit general liability insurance in order to acquire a booth at the Tri - Societies annual
organi zatji

AWSS Soil Explorers

I f you have been to the Smithsonian fADig
lately (http://forces.si.edu/soils/index.html), you may have

noticed AWSSOs picleais, Dena Marshall, Ba s t
highlighted as a 06Soil Explorero, where
became interested in becoming a soil scientist and the duties

of her job as Soil Scientist at the USDA Hoosier Hills Soil

Survey Center.

You might also notice, Diann Jordan is wearing one of our
sweatshirts.

l'to edud

she discu

Need Ideas for Educational Soil Demonstrations?

Need middle or high school soils curriculum? Download free lesson plans/activities from:

http://www.nutrientsforlife.org/leaders/teachers/
https://www.soils.org/about -soils/lessons/resources#Gensoilsk4
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